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to the Indians overseas, so long as she had not acquired the abi-
lity to assert herself. The late Pestonji Padsha Was even disgusted
with me for going to South Africa. He thought every Indian
worker going out of India was so much economic waste. I think
his clear brain partially failed Mr. Padsha. My residence in
South Africa was not an economic waste of power. But is there
not much truth underlying Mr. Padsha's burning desire first to
secure India's freedom? Till we have acquired it, we must send
our countrymen across the seas such comfort as newspaper and
other sympathy can give them.
TYPICAL
I give below Babu Hardayal Nag's letter:
Dear Mahatmaji,
I owe you an explanation for not attending the Belgaum Congress,
particularly the informal conference to be held at Belgaum on the 20th.
My "horror for conferences" prevents me from attending the conference. I
feel that "they have in their present form almost outgrown their usefulness".
I cannot persuade myself to leave my engagement in the work of khaddar
production, humble though it is, for merely a "heart to heart" talk at
Belgaum. I am not attending the Belgaum Congress for the following
reasons:
1.    I am not in a mood at present to vote against you and as a matter
of fact you attach no importance to any voting at Belgaum.
2.    I understand that the Calcutta pact is irrevocable.
3.    I cannot persuade myself to be a party to the suspension of non-
co-operation*   I do not believe that non-co-operation requires suspension,
except for killing the orthodox non-co-operators.
4.    I hold some strong views about Hindu-Muslim unity which are
not in line with the views of many of the Congress leaders.
5.    You are strong enough to associate with wickedness for the pur-
pose of conquering it with love, but other non-co-operators by such asso*
ciation are liable to extinction.   I believe I am saving myself from extinc-
tion as a non-co-operator by not attending the Belgaum Congress.
6.    I have very strong feelings in favour of majority rule and there
are many who share those feelings.    I understand no such rule will be
observed in conducting business at Belgaum.
7.    The last but not the least ground is that I think my "money
and time" can be better utilized in helping "khaddar production" in my
own locality than by attending the conference and Congress at Belgaum.
The Congress organizations in Bengal being in the hands of the Swarajists
are scarcely rendering any help to the spinning and weaving propaganda.
I understand most of the contributors, if not aM, of quotas of yarn to the